"CURTIS "

A curious incident occurred before the case. Stewart's
father was said to be well known in the theatrical pro-
fession, and attempts were made to collect money for a
defence fund with which to brief Curtis. When, how-
ever, a famous actress was giving a donation to an equally
well-known man in a restaurant in the Strand, the hotel
detective stopped him receiving the money. But the
rnoney was collected without any other obstruction, and
Curtis received a special fee, since this case, heard at the
Wiltshire Assizes, was off his circuit.
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